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April 14th and April 15th -

Banff Mountain Film Festival
World Tour - State College
The Banff Mountain
Film Festival, a
program of The Banff
Centre, is the largest,
and one of the most
prestigious, mountain
festivals in the world.
Hot on the heels of the
festival held every fall
in Banff, Alberta, the
Banff Mountain Film
Festival World Tour
hits the road.
With stops planned in
about
390
communities and 35
countries across the
globe, this year’s tour
Photo credit:
Cory Richards Photography, LLC 2011
features a collection of
the most inspiring action, environmental, and adventure From approximately 300 films entered into the annual
films from the festival.
festival, award-winning films and audience favorites
Traveling to exotic landscapes and remote cultures, are among the films chosen to travel the globe.
and bringing audiences up-close and personal with
adrenaline-packed action sports, the 2011/2012 World
Tour is an exhilarating and provocative exploration of
the mountain world.

March

22nd

Join Sierra Club Moshannon Group when the Banff
Mountain Film Festival World Tour brings the spirit of
outdoor adventure to State College. Films we will be
showing are on pages 4-5. Complete details are on
page 2 in the calendar.

Upcoming Presentations:
Gasland PA: Documentary Photography by Mark Schmerling
Details on website and in Calendar on page 2!

April 19th Cougars in the Northeast: What is Real and What is Not by Kerry Gyekis
Details on page 3 and in Calendar on page 2!

Calendar
ALL ARE WELCOME!
PRESENTATIONS
Our Public Presentations are held in the
State College Borough Building, 234 South
Allen Street, Community Meeting Room,
State College PA 16801
Questions? Contact Randy Earhart
814-466-7414 or randy_earhart@yahoo.com
March 22, Thursday 7PM - Photographer Mark
Schmerling will give a presentation: Finding a
Life’s Purpose: Spreading the Truth via My
Camera.
Mark will talk about documentary
photography, images from Gasland PA, the people
and their stories.
April 19, Thursday 7PM - Cougars in the
Northeast: What is Real and What is Not, a
presentation by Kerry Gyekis. See article on page 3
and our website.

9th Annual BANFF MOUNTAIN

We Need You!
The Sierra Club Moshannon Group is involved in a number of
issues, ranging from countering the massive Marcellus Shale
drilling lobby, to alerting the public about other potential
environmental threats, to assisting us on special events
including the Banff Mountain Film Festival and bringing in
public speakers on various conservation-related issues.
Have you been thinking about the possibility of getting
involved in protecting and helping people enjoy the
environment, but been putting it off for sometime in the future?
Well the future is now, and we could really benefit from your
knowledge, skills and talents! We are looking for volunteers
that may be able to
contribute - whatever your area of
knowledge, experience or expertise. Whether you can give one
night a week or 3 days per year, your contribution of time, ideas
and effort could be very valuable to us!
For more information or to contemplate how you can help, please
call or email Ronn Brourman at ronnb@comcast.net or
(814) 360-1617. We hope to hear from you!
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FILM FESTIVAL WORLD
TOUR
- STATE COLLEGE April 14-15, Saturday and Sunday. Location:
The State Theatre in downtown State College.
Different films each night. Many community
organizations will have displays in the lobby and
loft. Doors open at 6 PM and the films begin at
7PM. Come early, enjoy the displays, and join us
for the evening!
Tickets are $16 advance sale; $28 in advance for
both nights; $14 with student ID; $18 at the door.
Tickets are available at our Local Presenting Sponsor,
Appalachian Outdoors www.appoutdoors.com
and at The State Theatre www.thestatetheatre.org
For more information: visit www.sierramsh.org

OUTINGS
Saturday, March 24 — Waterfowl Watch at
Dunning Creek Wetlands: Mike and Laura
Jackson will lead a field trip to Dunning Creek
Wetlands to observe migrating waterfowl. Meet at

www.sierramsh.org

(Continued on page 4)
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Public Presentation April 19th -

Cougars in the Northeast:
What is Real and What is Not
Kerry Gyekis will give a presentation Cougars in the
Northeast: What is Real and What is Not. The
show takes in a wide variety of information, including
prehistory, biology, reproduction, print and sign,
statistics on kills (both animal prey and humans),
hoaxes, “sightings,” and what is real both in the East
and elsewhere in North America, ending with a
discussion of habitat - both for the big cats and for the
rest of us.
Kerry is a practicing consultant forester who has run
his business here in the East since the mid-80s. He
has been a Peace Corps forester for two years in the
Asian jungle, a federal
forester in the American
West, a County Planner for
14 years in Tioga County,
and a writer/commentator
of novels, articles, and
commentary on a wide
variety of topics from
politics to the gas industry.
He lives back on a
mountain in a home he and
his family built from their
own rock and hemlock
many years ago. He and his
wife Janet have kayaked on
all of the Great Lakes,
much of the North Pacific
from Seattle to Glacier Bay,
Alaska and the Yukon

River, most of the Finger Lakes, Northern Norway,
and, frankly, just about every local body of water he
can.
Kerry has taken cat “sightings” and “evidence” since
the mid-80s and been involved with the Cougar
Rewilding Foundation (formerly the Eastern Cougar
Foundation) for some years, and he has tracked the
big cat in the American West.
Join us on Thursday April 19th at 7PM in the
Community Room at the State College Borough
Building for a fascinating look at one of North
America’s most elusive animals!
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Where: The State Theatre, downtown State College
Tickets are $16 advance sale; $28 in advance for both nights;
$14 with student ID; $18 at the door.
Tickets are available at our Local Presenting Sponsor,
Appalachian Outdoors www.appoutdoors.com or
The State Theatre www.thestatetheatre.org (available online).
Different films each night!
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(continued from page 2)

Calendar
the Apple Bin Restaurant, on Pa. Rt. 56, a few miles west
of I-99 at 8 a.m. Wear boots, as it will be wet, and be
prepared for cold, windy conditions. The trip will last most
of the morning. Contact: mljackson2@embarqmail.com.
***SERVICE OUTING***
Saturday, April 21 — Spring Creek Canyon Cleanup:
The Moshannon Group will be conducting their annual
canoe/kayak cleanup of the Spring Creek canyon as a
participant in Clearwater Conservancy’s Watershed
Cleanup Day. Please consider joining us... members and
nonmembers are welcome. Supplies and shuttle (Rock
Run Road to Fisherman's Paradise) are provided. Meet at
7:45 a.m. at Rock Run Road. Cleanup lasts from about 8
a.m. until Noon. You must bring your own boat(s) and
equipment unless you have made other arrangements
with us prior to the event. RSVP required. Contact Ron
Johnson - greenbowl@verizon.net.
Sunday, April 22 — Sunday Trillium Hike on the
Lower Trail: Join Deb Tencer to see the repeat
performance of thousands of red and yellow trilliums and
Dutchman’s-breeches that cover the hillside along a
section of the Lower Trail. Meet at the Water Street flea
market at 11 a.m. The hike is only 2 miles and is quite
easy. Afterward, please join us to go for pizza! Contact
Deb at naturehikergal@gmail.com.
Saturday, April 28 — Save the Frogs Day: In an effort
to raise awareness of the plight of amphibians, the
scientific community has declared Saturday, April 28 as
“Save The Frogs Day.” On this day we encourage the
appreciation and celebration of amphibians. Join
Moshannon Group Endangered Species and Wildlife
Chairman Dr. Stan Kotala for a short educational
program about frogs and toads, followed by a brief
evening stroll looking for amphibians along the Lower
Trail. Meet at the Lower Trail Mt. Etna Trailhead
pavilion at 7:30 p.m. (Lower Trail Map). Contact Dr.
Stan Kotala by email or at 814-946-8840.
Saturday, May 5 – Sunday, May 6 — Pine Creek
Outing: classic class II canoe/kayak run on Pine Creek;
Saturday we will paddle ~17 miles from Ansonia to
Blackwell with overnight camping near Blackwell.; on
Sunday, we'll continue ~12 miles downstream to Slate
Run. Expect to see great scenery, bald eagles, waterfalls, and
nature. The MGSC has teamed up with the CCofCC club to
offer this outing, so there should be a variety of paddlers and
skill levels. Boats may be available if needed. Contact Ron
Johnson for details: greenbowl1@hotmail.com.
Saturday, May 5 — Wildflowers and Warblers at
Blue Knob State Park: Mike and Laura Jackson will
lead a field trip to Blue Knob State Park to view spring
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wildflowers and migrating warblers. Meet at Chappell’s
Field in Blue Knob State Park at 8 a.m. The 3-hour walk
will be on Sawmill Trail, which is easy, but rocky in
places. Contact: mljackson2@embarqmail.com.
Sunday, May 6 — Spring Mushroom Walk along The
Lower Trail: Join Bill Russell, author of Field Guide to
the Wild Mushrooms of Pennsylvania and the MidAtlantic, along with Karen Croyle. The 4-mile hike will
take about 3 hours. Meet at the Water Street entrance to the
Lower Trail (near intersection of Route 22 and SR 453) at
noon. Contact: Deb Tencer naturehikergal@gmail.com
Saturday, May 12 — Annual Terry Wentz Memorial
Hike: Four-mile moderate hike on Moore’s Hill Trail
honoring former Canoe Creek State Park manager, the late
Terry Wentz, who served on the Juniata Valley Audubon
board of directors for more than a decade. Meet at the
Canoe Creek State Park Environmental Education Center
at 2 p.m. For more information, contact trip leader Dr. Stan
Kotala by email or at 814-946-8840.
Saturday, May 19 — Spring Wildflower Walk at
Bell’s Gap Run: Join Marcia Bonta for a walk in State
Gameland 108 at Bell’s Gap Run to observe spring
wildflowers. Meet in the parking lot for the Bellwood
Rails to Trails at 10 a.m., then drive halfway up the
mountain to a parking lot on the left. The walk is a gentle
climb that leads past a variety of wildflowers on the left
cliffs as well as some rare ferns. It’s also a good place for
spring warblers and other birds because we are looking
down at large trees and the stream. Bring a trail lunch
and a beverage to enjoy at the top of the hollow. For
more info contact Marcia at marciabonta@hotmail.com
***SERVICE OUTING***
Saturday, May 26 — Canoe Creek State Park
Butterfly Garden Work Party: Please lend a hand at
Canoe Creek State Park’s butterfly garden. No gardening
experience is necessary. Bring a covered dish item to
share at a picnic afterward. Everyone welcome to lend
the Juniata Valley Audubon Society (JVAS) a hand with
this project. Contact Stan Kotala for details.
Sunday, June 10 — Mountain Laurel Hike in Brush
Mountains Woodlands: Join Deb Tencer to hike The
Nature Conservancy’s property known as the Brush
Mountain Woodlands to admire the massive amounts of
Mountain Laurel, along with other flora and fauna
specific to this dry, rocky area. At 11 a.m., meet at Panera
Bread in Logantown Centre, Altoona, to carpool. For
more info, Contact Deb at naturehikergal@gmail.com.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETINGS
All members welcome. First Tuesday of the month, 7PM
at ClearWater Conservancy. Call an Excom Member to
confirm the next meeting location and date.
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Central PA Cave, Bats, and Other Rare
Wildlife Saved from Mine
By Stan Kotala

Conservationists have succeeded in saving a central Pennsylvania cave and surrounding
wildlife habitat from a proposed limestone mine. A state-endangered bat species and a
tiny cave arthropod found nowhere else on the planet are among the beneficiaries of the
settlement agreement reached today by conservation groups Center for Biological
Diversity and Juniata Valley Audubon Society, and the state Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEP) and Catharine Properties, LLC, the mine developer.
In exchange for dropping their lawsuit against the DEP and Catharine Properties, the
conservationists have received a formal pledge from the company that it will not disturb
the cave site or surrounding area, or bring harm to the species of concern.
“Bats in the Northeast have been under huge pressure in recent years, because of
the devastating effects of white-nose syndrome,” said Mollie Matteson,
conservation advocate at the Center for Biological Diversity. “Further stressing
these animals, by destroying important bat habitat and
possibly even killing bats directly, is completely
unacceptable.”
Juniata Valley Audubon
president Dave Bonta said
The groups had challenged the DEP permit
“Juniata Valley Audubon
because it failed to protect the eastern small-footed
thanks the Moshannon
bat, which hibernates in Heller Cave and roosts in
Group of the Sierra Club
rock piles in the surrounding area. The mine also
and the 16 other
threatened the sole location of the Heller Cave
organizations which, though springtail, first discovered in 1997. Hikers,
not appellants in this case,
bicyclists, and birdwatchers were concerned about
supported our fight to save
the impact of the quarry on the adjoining Lower
this Blair County Natural
Trail, and local residents worried about the safety
Heritage Area.”
of hundreds of quarry trucks per day, driving back
and forth on the area’s narrow, rural roads.

Please help us work to keep
our water safe from mining,
and from under-regulated
Marcellus Shale Gas
drilling!

The bats in Heller Cave were discovered to have contracted the newly emergent
fungal disease, white-nose syndrome, two winters ago. Bats throughout the eastern
United States have been devastated by the illness, which is estimated to have killed
nearly 7 million bats over the last five years, in 16 states and four provinces. The
Center filed a federal petition two years ago requesting endangered species listing
of the eastern small-footed bat and the northern long- eared bat, which has also
been found in the vicinity of the mine site. Both species have experienced steep
declines due to the ravages of the disease.
The terms of the settlement agreement stand so long as Catharine Properties, or its
successors, are without an approved “large non-coal” mining permit. The large permit
would be subject to the same review, and potential litigation, as the small permit that
had been challenged by the conservation groups. Among the claims brought by the
groups was that DEP had not included a requirement in the permit for a “total
avoidance area” around Heller Cave—a stipulation made by the Pennsylvania Game
Commission in its review of the permit’s impact on state-protected species.
Stan Kotala, Conservation Chair for the Juniata Valley Audubon Society, was
cautiously optimistic that the long-term outcome for the Heller Cave area would be
its permanent protection. “Ideally, this site, which has been recognized by both
Blair County and the state of Pennsylvania as an outstanding natural area, will
eventually be protected by a permanent designation, such as a conservation
easement. Until then, our groups will stay vigilant to protect this special place.”
The conservation groups were joined in the lawsuit by wildlife advocate Laura
Jackson, and were represented by Professor Kenneth T. Kristl and his law students
at Widener University Environment and Natural Resources Law Clinic. The
Delaware-based school has a campus in Harrisburg.
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Moshannon Group
P.O. Box 513
State College, PA 16804
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Ron Johnson

359-6841

greenbowl@hotmail.com
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387-4509
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Delegate
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Outings

*Helena Kotala
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Stan Kotala
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Development of Natural Gas from
Shales: Some Myths and Realities
Professor Ingraffea discusses 4 myths and
realities as well as additional minor myths
- “minor” only in the sense that they are
not the four that are the primary focus of
this talk.
Professor Ingraffea is one of the most
articulate voices in the discussion of whether
we should be drilling for deep shale natural
gas.
This complete 2 hour talk is available on
DVD for a donation of $1. We will have
them wherever we have a table.
So far we have distributed over 700 copies!

hdk5018@psu.edu

vogelsong100@yahoo.com

All phone numbers listed above are area code 814

To receive a copy by mail, send a check for
$3 (or more, if you would like to help us
distribute more of these DVD’s) made out
to “Sierra Club Moshannon Group”. Mail
your request to: Gary Thornbloom, 702
Hall Road, Julian, PA 16844.

www.sierramsh.org

